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I'm just a red nigger who love the sea,
I had a sound colonial education
I have Dutch, nigger, and English in me,

and either I'm nobody, or I'm a nation.
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I who am poisoned with the blood of both
where shall I turn, diveded to the vein ?

I who have crused

The drunken officer of British rule, how choose

Between this Africa and the British tongue I love ?
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INTERVIEWER

So, if you’re making a cosmology
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you're putting language at the appex ?

Well it’s no small thing - it’s pretty grand. When they say "the
poet hears the voice of the Muse", it’s nonsense if the nature of
the Muse is unspecified. But if you take a closer look, the voice
of the Muse is the voice of the language. It’s a lot more mundane
than the way I'm putting it. Basically, it’s one’s reaction to what

one hears, what one reads.
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Dangerous pavements
But I face the ice this year
With my father’s stick. (Seamus Heaney)

We all know where we are not at. We all know who

our sublime superiors are. (Derek Walcott)

A6l WA
Collected Poems by Derek Walcott, Farrar, Straus & Giroux, New
york, 1986

What the Twilight Says by Derek Walcott, faber and faber, 1998
New Selected Poems by Seamus Heaney, Faber and Faber, 1990
Nine Contemporary Poets by P.R. King, Methuen, 1979

The Redress of Poetry by Seamus Heaney, faber and faber, 1995

The Orpheus of Ulster by James Fenton, The New York Review,
1996

On Grief and Reason by J. M. Coelzee, The New York Review, 1996

Working for the Dictionary by Charles Simic, The New York Review,
2000

Collected Poems by Joseph Brodsky
Poets of the America by Ajanta Dutt, Worldview, 2001
Lives of the Poets by Michael Schmidt, Phoenix, 1998

Websites of ‘The Famous People’ and ‘Biography’
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